Animal Welfare
Act to be
enforced in
June, says
MINISter s

14/2/2017

KUALA LUMPUR: The Animal Wel-
fare Act 2015, which was passed (o
mive better protection to animals, will
be enforeed in June.

Agriculture and Agro-based In-
dustry Minister Datuk Seri: Ahmad
Shabery Cheelk said the law would
have a higher degree of deterreénce
against cruelty to animals,

“There is no reason for us to delay
something (the enforcement) that we
initiated. Everything is being done
according toschedule,

1 am an animal lover and [ would
like to see it (the enforcement)
happen during my time in office”
he told the Mew Strails Times yes-
terday.

The NST had on Sundsay, reported
that animal wellare activists were
erying loul over the non-activation of
the act de-
spite being
passed in
Parliament
nearly two
YEATS a0,

Activisls
had said
there was
an inerease
in cases of
animal
abwise that
could have
M ¥ 5 been pre-
Datule Seri Almod vented if
Shabery Checle harsh

penalties
were imposed on offeniders,

‘Shabery said the period of two
wears was needed to work out details

| of the implementation of the act,

such as ways of enforcement and
mode of issuing compounds,

He said the ministry was working
with the Education Ministry to in-
corporate Lhe topic of animal welfire
into the school syllabus,

“This will take gffect after the act
has been enl'urcuae, :

“Eduéation is erucial to create
awareness and inculeate love for an-
imals in the vounger peneration,” he
said, iy

Under the act. punishment in-
volved a fine of between RM20,000
and . REIOO,000, and up 1o thrée
vears’ jail for those found guiley of
beating, mutilating, poisoning, con-
fining or restricting the natural
miovement, and abandoning animals
under their care.

This isunlike the Animals Act 1953,
which carries a fine of up to RM200
orsix months? jail. :



